THE   DUSRAH.

the Hindoo festivals of Western India,
have, year by year, lost much of their
mysterious ceremonial; but the vestiges of
Brahminical craft are still apparent, al-
though circumstances have restrained their
cruel and disgusting orgies.

The Dusrah, the most important cele-
bration of the Hindoo year, is an autumnal
festival, in honour of the many-titled
mountain goddess. Doorga is poetically
represented, as the daughter of old father
Himalaya, and her temples are usually
erected on the summits of the highest hills.
She has been considered as resembling the
Grecian Juno; and it is a curious coinci-
dence in the parallel, that the peacock is
sacred to Doorga, and in Hindoo sculp-
tures, and paintings, she is represented as
attended by one of these birds, who stands
watchfully on her right hand; also, that as
the Indian goddess of victory, she is wor-
shipped under the title of Sverga Radni
Devi, or the Queen of Heaven. The most
fearful of the incarnations of Doorga, is